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\TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES  FOR BEGINNER LEVEL 

Reading activities for beginners should be simple, purposeful, interactive and 
flexible. It should aim to develop the interest of the learners gradually.Most 
importantly, reading at this level should involve identifying word meaning at a very 
basic level. 

 

Activity 1 

BY THE END OF 
LESSON, 
STUDENTS 
CAN: 

 
i. Discuss words associated with a sick earth. 

 
ii. Scan and locate specific information in the text. 

 
iii. Create a poster on ”Saving Mother Earth”. 

 

STRATEGIES/ 
APPROACHES  

i. 5W1H 

ii. Think-Pair-Share 

iii. 21st Century Learning 

iv.   Values- Awareness 

LEARNING/ 
TEACHING 

AIDS 

i. Poster of a sick earth 

ii. Template of 5W1H mind map. 

SITUATION Educational 

TEXT FORMAT Continuous 

TEXT TYPE Expository 

COGNITIVE 
PROCESS 

Scan and locate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 

EARTH 

 

 

What is 

the 

difference 

between 

the two 

events? 

 

 

Why is it 

important 

to care for 

Mother 

Earth? 

 

 

How do 

you see the 

world you 

are living 

in now? 

 

 

What are 

your hopes 

for a better 

world? 

Earth Day 
& 

Earth Hour 

are global 

movements 

observed by 

many countries.    

Why is this so? 

UNIT 7 
 

EARTH DAY 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES  FOR BEGINNER LEVEL 

BY THE END OF 
LESSON, 
STUDENTS CAN: 

 
i. Discuss words associated with a sick earth. 
ii. Scan and locate specific information in the text. 
iii. Create a poster on ”Saving Mother Earth”. 

 

STRATEGIES/ 
APPROACHES  

 

Reading Strategy: 5W1H 

LOTS: Remembering 

Understanding 

HOTS: Analysing 

            Creating 

21st Century Learning 

 

VALUES Love for the Environment 

LEARNING/ 
TEACHING AIDS 

Picture 

Worksheet 

SITUATION Educational 

TEXT FORMAT Continuous 

TEXT TYPE Exposition 

COGNITIVE 
PROCESS 

Scan and locate 

Integrate and generate inferences 

*refer to HEBAT Bacaan Bahasa Inggeris Reading Strategies  

**refer to 21st Century Learning: Cooperative Learning Structures 

***refer to Guide to Using HOTS in a Reading Classroom 
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ACTIVITIES STRATEGIES/ 
APPROACHES 

 
STEP 1 
 

a. Show a poster of a sick earth (PICTURE 1). 
b. Students discuss words related to the poster. 
c.  In pairs, students choose a word best associated with 

the poster from flash cards (WORKSHEET 1) and paste 
it on the poster. 
 

 
LOTS: 

Remembering  
Understanding 

21st Century 
Learning: 

Collaboration 
 
 

 
STEP 2 

a. Students read and analyse the text “Celebrating Earth 
Day with XEROX”(TEXT 1) using 5W1H* questions. 

      http://sosxrx.com/celebrate-earth-day-xerox/ 

 
b. Students complete the graphic organiser*** using the 

correct information from the text (WORKSHEET 2). 
 

c. Students share answers with a Shoulder Partner**. 

 
Reading Strategy: 

5W1H 
 

HOTS: 
Analysing 

 
Thinking Tools: 

Graphic Organiser 

21st Century 
Learning:  

Think-Pair-Share 
 

 
STEP 3 

a. In groups, students create a poster on how to save  
    Mother Earth. 
b. Students present their posters via Gallery Walk**. 
  

 
HOTS: 

Creating 

 

21st Century 
Learning: 

Gallery Walk 

 

 

 

http://sosxrx.com/celebrate-earth-day-xerox/
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PICTURE 1 
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WORKSHEET 1 

pollution factory 

river delighted 

environment go green 

deforestation rubbish 

sad trees 

contented smoke 

caring toxic waste 

containers litter 

3R fresh air 

 

 



       HEBAT Bacaan BI 
  Unit 7 

 

 

 143 

TEXT 1 

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY WITH XEROX 

Earth Day is just around the corner, tomorrow in fact! It’s time to assess your office 
and ensure that you’re doing your part for the environment and Southwest Office 
Solutions is here to help! Celebrate Earth Day with a close look at your print systems 
and solutions. Print has unfairly been given a bad reputation for harming the 
environment when this is false. Innovations and creative alternatives have helped the 
printing world reduce waste, recycle and cut costs through a few simple tools. 

Southwest Office Solutions is bringing the best that Xerox has to offer right into your 
office. At Xerox, all genuine Xerox Branded Imaging Supply items can be recycled 
including select Used Xerox Cartridges, Waste toner containers, empty toner bottles, 
fuser modules, and Xerox Branded HP & Brother Replacement cartridges. Take 
advantage of these tools and become part of the solution. Southwest Office 
Solutions is giving you the tools and services you need to do your part in your own 
office and community. Xerox customers return more than 2.5 million cartridges and 
toner containers annually and have kept more than 145 million pounds of waste out 
of landfills over the last 20 years. 

Our team helps you Go Green while you print! Southwest Office Solutions’ Managed 
Print Services offers companies an easy way to reduce their cost of printing, print 
from mobile devices, and eliminate unnecessary printing. All it takes is a simple 
evaluation of your print environment, office, and overall workload and we do the rest 
to evaluate your printing environment and ensure that your printing is up to your 
business expectations and that your machine is working efficiently and effectively for 
your workload. Xerox will “develop a roadmap for your ideal future state, including 
cost savings projections”. 

Office assessment, Managed Print Services, recycling and sustainable options; 
Southwest Office Solutions and Xerox truly does it all. This Earth Day, consider 
cutting costs and saving trees by assessing your own print situation. Is your printer 
old? Does it use solid or laser ink? These questions may seem superfluous but in the 
office, these are the most cost conscious issues. Go Green this season with 
Southwest Office Solutions and explore high-quality, high-workload, and a lower 
carbon foot print. 

http://sosxrx.com/celebrate-earth-day-xerox/ 

http://sosxrx.com/celebrate-earth-day-xerox/
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WORKSHEET 2 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES  FOR INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 

BY THE END OF 
LESSON, 
STUDENTS CAN: 

 
i. Complete a table on recycling aluminium cans. 
ii. Compare and contrast the processes of two recycleable 
       materials.  

STRATEGIES/ 
APPROACHES 

Reading Strategy: Skim and Scan 

LOTS: Remembering 

            Understanding 

HOTS : Analysing 

21st Century Learning 

i-THINK 

VALUES Gratitude 

LEARNING/ 
TEACHING AIDS 

Youtube 

Worksheet  

SITUATION Public 

Educational 

TEXT FORMAT Continuous 

TEXT TYPE Exposition 

COGNITIVE 
PROCESS 

Represent literal and gist meaning 

Intergrate and generate inferences 

*refer to HEBAT Bacaan Bahasa Inggeris Reading Strategies 

**refer to 21st Century Learning: Cooperative Learning Structures 

***refer to Guide to Using HOTS in a Reading Classroom 
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ACTIVITIES STRATEGY/ 
APPROACHES 

 
STEP 1 
 

a. Students listen to the song ”What A Wonderful World” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuP0fkMG-TQ 
(PICTURE 1) 

b. Students fill in the missing words in the lyrics 
(WORKSHEET 1).  

c. Students discuss answers and sing along to the song. 

 
 

LOTS: 
Remembering 
Understanding 

 
 
 

Song Appreciation 
 

 
 

 
STEP 2 

a. Students read a text about “How Beverage Cans Are 

Recycled?”(TEXT 1). 

b. Based on TEXT 1, complete the flow chart on “Life 

Cycle of Aluminium Can” (WORKSHEET 2). 

c. Students present and justify their answers in a Gallery 

Walk** or Think- Pair - Share**activity. 

 
Reading Strategy: 

Skim and Scan 
 

HOTS: 
Analysing 

 
i-THINK: 
Flow Map 

 
21st Century 

Learning: 
Gallery Walk 

Think-Pair-Share 
 

 
STEP 3 

a. In groups, students study the chart on recycling plastic 

bottles (TEXT 2). 

b. Students identify similarities and differences  between 

recycling aluminium cans and plastic bottles using the 

diagram*** in WORKSHEET 3. 

c. Students share their findings via presentation. 

 
 

HOTS: 
Analysing 

 
i-THINK: 

Double Bubble Map 
 

Thinking Tools: 
Graphic Organiser 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuP0fkMG-TQ
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PICTURE 1 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuP0fkMG-TQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuP0fkMG-TQ
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WORKSHEET 1 
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 TEXT 1 

How Aluminum Beverage Cans Are Recycled 

 

 
 

Have you ever wondered what happens to an aluminum beverage can after you put it in a 

recycling bin? Or how the can came to be manufactured in the first place? Understanding 

the life cycle of a product will help us make better decisions about how to use and properly 

dispose of them.  

 Before an aluminum beverage can even makes it to store shelves filled with the sugary 

soda or flavored waters we enjoy drinking it is manufactured. This process begins with 

mining bauxite ore from the Earth’s crust. Mining may require the removal of trees and 

vegetation from the site, as well as the use of drills, large bulldozers, and blasting. When the 

bauxite is loose and broken down into more manageable pieces it is loaded on to trucks that 

transport the raw material to an alumina refinery.  

 

 At the refinery the aluminum is extracted from the bauxite then melted into a molten pool of 

hot metal. This electricity-intensive process is called smelting. After further refinement the 

aluminum is formed into a large column or slab called an ingot. These are typically about 25 

feet long and weigh more than 50,000 pounds. You may have seen one before strapped 

onto a flatbed tractor trailer. At this point the ingot is transported to manufactures who may 

http://www.dwswa.org/recycle-reuse-articles/2016/5/12/how-aluminum-beverage-cans-are-recycled
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make products like serving utensils, foil, metal for airplanes or construction projects, and 

more.  

 

 Aluminum ingots that will be used by beverage can manufactures will first be pressed into a 

long continues sheet and rolled up. Some of the rolls can weight as much as twelve tons and 

measure almost six miles long. According to the book “Make Garbage Great: The Terracycle 

Family Guide to a Zero-Waste Lifestyle” by Tom Szaky and Albe Zakes, “These massive 

spools are unrolled with a machine called an uncoiler, which then lubricates the metal and 

sends the flattened sheet through the beverage can assembly line.” 

 

 Next, circles are cut out from the aluminum sheet. The circles are formed into small cups 

then stretched into the shape of a taller longer can. After being trimmed and washed the 

cans are sent through a printer that applies the exterior label and protective coating. Later 

the cans receive a protective coating on the inside to prevent liquids from coming into 

contact with the aluminum. Cans are tested for leaks and defects before being sent to 

beverage suppliers who fill the cans with drinks.  

 After being filled with the tasty liquids we enjoy so much cans are sealed with pop-tab tops 

and shipped out to stores. At the store cans are put on display on store shelves where 

consumers, like us, select the beverage cans we want to buy and drink.  

  

When the beverage is consumed we are left with a decision to make. Should the empty 

aluminum can be thrown in the garbage can or a recycling bin? If thrown in the garbage the 

can will be taken to the landfill where it is mixed with other types of waste and buried. 

Recycling however, allows the aluminum can to be remanufactured into a new product. This 

means that the bauxite ore which was mined from the Earth can be used again.  

  

Thanks to recycling it’s estimated that nearly seventy-five percent of all aluminum ever 

produced is still in use today. Aluminum is a resilient metal that can be recycled over and 

over again. It’s important to note that only the products that are separated for recycling 

correctly are sent to be remanufactured. Recyclable products mixed in with the garbage are 

not sorted at the landfill or at any point in the waste disposal process.  

 

 When you send your empty beverage can to the recycling center it is combined with other 

aluminum cans in a holding area. After there is enough for a truck load the cans are crushed 

and shaped into a large bale. The bales are sent to the aluminum recyclers where the cans 

are shredded into tiny pieces. These are then heated into molten aluminum along with 

thousands of other cans and are formed into an ingot.  

 

 Manufacturing aluminum beverage cans from recycled cans instead of raw bauxite ore 

saves an average of ninety-five percent of the energy required by the smelting process. As a 

result, recycling one beverage can save enough energy to run a television set for three 

hours. Recycled cans can become new beverage cans we can buy, drink, and recycle again 

in as little as sixty days. The average beverage can contain seventy percent recycled 

content.  

 
http://www.dwswa.org/recycle-reuse-articles/2016/5/12/how-aluminum-beverage-cans-

are-recycled 

http://www.dwswa.org/recycle-reuse-articles/2016/5/12/how-aluminum-beverage-cans-are-recycled
http://www.dwswa.org/recycle-reuse-articles/2016/5/12/how-aluminum-beverage-cans-are-recycled
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WORKSHEET 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 http://kevindiu.weebly.com/circle-of-life-project.html

http://kevindiu.weebly.com/circle-of-life-project.html
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TEXT 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.howitworksdaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Bottle-recycling.jpg 

http://www.howitworksdaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Bottle-recycling.jpg
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 WORKSHEET 3
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TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES  FOR ADVANCED LEVEL 

BY THE END OF 
LESSON, 
STUDENTS CAN: 

 
i. Scan and locate specific information in the text. 
ii. Provide justification to support arguments. 
iii. Suggest  interesting ways to celebrate Earth Hour. 

 

STRATEGIES/ 
APPROACHES  

Reading Strategy: ACID 

LOTS: Understanding 

HOTS: Evaluating 

            Analysing 

21st Century Learning 

i-THINK 

VALUES Self-Reliance 

LEARNING/ 
TEACHING AIDS 

Picture 

Website 

Worksheet 

SITUATION Educational 

TEXT FORMAT Multiple, Continuous 

TEXT TYPE Instructional 

COGNITIVE 
PROCESS 

Corroborate,identify and handle conflict 

*refer to HEBAT Bacaan Bahasa Inggeris Reading Strategies 

**refer to 21st Century Learning: Cooperative Learning Structures 

***refer to Guide to Using HOTS in a Reading Classroom 
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ACTIVITIES STRATEGY / 
APPROACHES 

 
STEP 1 
 

a. Watch an advertisement on Earth Hour 
(SCREENSHOT 1) 

        https://www.earthhour.org/ 
b. Relating to the Earth hour campaign, discuss: 

i. how our actions today may jeopardise the  
future. 

ii. the importance of supporting the campaign. 

 

 
LOTS: 

Understanding 

 

HOTS: 
Evaluating 
 Analysing 

 
STEP 2 

a. Students study the information in: 
(i) a website about “Earth Hour” ( SCREENSHOT 2). 
     https://www.earthhour.org/ 
(ii) a website titled “Earth Day: Facts and History” 
     (TEXT 1). 
      http://www.livescience.com/50556-earth-day-  
      facts-history.html  
(iii) a blog about “The Dangerous  
      Narcissism of Earth Hour” (TEXT 2). 

 http://www.spiked-
online.com/newsite/article/the-dangerous-
narcissism-of-earth-hour/18165#.V0ZoCeQXRws  
 

b. Students analyse the materials and make ACID* 
marks in the text accordingly e.g.  Agree (A), 
Confusing (C), Interesting (I) or Disagree (D). 

c. Students share their ACID opinions with the class. 
 

d. Students identify the benefits and disadvantages of 
Earth Hour celebrations and complete a Tree Map*** 
(WORKSHEET 1). 

 

 

 
 

Reading Strategy: 
ACID  

 
HOTS: 

Analysing 
 
 

i-THINK: 
Tree Map 

 
 

21st Century Learning: 
ICT 

 
STEP 3 

a. In groups, discuss: 
i. Approaches to ensure a successful ”Earth 

Hour” campaign. 
ii. Suitable implementation of the campaign.  

 
 

b. Use any appropriate i-THINK map to present their 
discussion. Students present and justify their ideas. 

  

  

 

HOTS: 
Evaluating 
 Analysing 

 
i-THINK 

 
21st Century Learning: 

Collaboration 
 

https://www.earthhour.org/
https://www.earthhour.org/
http://www.livescience.com/50556-earth-day-facts-history.html
http://www.livescience.com/50556-earth-day-facts-history.html
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SCREENSHOT 1 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.earthhour.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 https://www.earthhour.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.earthhour.org/
https://www.earthhour.org/
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SCREENSHOT 2 

 

https://www.earthhour.org/ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.earthhour.org/
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 TEXT 1  

Earth Day: Facts & History 
By Alina Bradford 

Earth Day is an annual event created to celebrate the planet's environment and raise public 
awareness about pollution. The day, marked on April 22, is observed worldwide with rallies, 
conferences, outdoor activities and service projects. 
Started as a grassroots movement, Earth Day created public support for the creation of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and contributed to the passage of the Clean Air Act, 
the Water Quality Improvement Act, the Endangered Species Act and several other 
environmental laws. The idea for Earth Day was proposed by then-Sen. Gaylord Nelson of 
Wisconsin, who died in 2005. 
 
History 
The first Earth Day was in 1970. Nelson, after seeing the damage done by a 1969 massive 
oil spill in Santa Barbara, California, was inspired to organize a national "teach-in" that 
focused on educating the public about the environment. 
Nelson recruited Denis Hayes, a politically active recent graduate of Stanford University, as 
national coordinator, and persuaded U.S. Rep. Pete McCloskey of California to be co-
chairman. With a staff of 85, they were able to rally 20 million people across the United 
States on April 20, 1970. Universities held protests, and people gathered in public areas to 
talk about the environment and find ways to defend the planet. 
"Groups that had been fighting against oil spills, polluting factories and power plants, raw 
sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness, and the extinction of 
wildlife suddenly realized they shared common values," according to a history of Earth Day 
by the Earth Day Network, which was founded by the event's organizers to promote 
environmental citizenship and action year-round. 
Reflecting on the 10th anniversary of Earth Day, Nelson wrote in an article for EPA Journal, 
"It was on that day that Americans made it clear that they understood and were deeply 
concerned over the deterioration of our environment and the mindless dissipation of our 
resources." 
In 1995, President Bill Clinton awarded Nelson the Presidential Medal of Freedom for being 
the founder of Earth Day. This is the highest honor given to civilians in the United States. 
 
Modern Earth Day 
Earth Day continued to grow over the years. In 1990, it went global, and 200 million people 
in 141 countries participated in the event, according to the Earth Day Network. 
Earth Day 2000 included 5,000 environmental groups and 184 countries. Hayes organized a 
campaign that focused on global warming and clean energy. "The world's leaders in Kyoto, 
Japan, in late 1997, acknowledged the scientific fact that the leading cause of global 
warming is carbon emissions from fossil-fuel consumption, and that something must be done 
to address those rising emissions," Hayes told National Geographic. 
In 2010, for the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, 225,000 people gathered at the National Mall 
for a climate rally. Earth Day Network launched a campaign to plant 1 billion trees, which 
was achieved in 2012, according to the organization. 
 
The impact of Earth Day 
Although Earth Day has become mainstream, surveys show that environmentalism may be 
stumbling. According to recent Gallup polls, 42 percent of Americans believe that the 

http://www2.epa.gov/aboutepa/earth-day-70-what-it-meant
http://www.earthday.org/earth-day-history-movement
http://www2.epa.gov/aboutepa/earth-day-70-what-it-meant
http://www.nelsonearthday.net/collection/nelson-legacy/nelson_231-4_medal_of_freedom_press_release.pdf
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2000/04/0421_earthday.html
http://www.earthday.org/takeaction/index.html
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dangers of climate change are exaggerated, and less than half say that protection of the 
environment should be given priority over energy production. 
But Earth Day is still important because it reminds people to think about humanity's values, 
the threats the planet faces and ways to help protect the environment, said Susan Clayton, a 
professor of psychology and environmental studies at The College of Wooster in Ohio. 
"Thinking about the history of environmental activism and the way individuals have worked 
together to change policy can make us more optimistic about the ability to make positive 
changes in the future," Clayton said. 
Mia Yamaguchi, outreach coordinator at the CoolClimate Network at the University of 
California, Berkeley's Renewable and Appropriate Energy Laboratory, agreed. "There are 
many, many things that any one person can do to manage their own environmental impacts, 
which I think makes it really different from worries like the national debt or U.S. foreign 
policy," Yamaguchi told Live Science in 2011. 
In those cases, "I can probably write a letter to a politician, maybe donate to a cause," she 
said. "But if I actually start looking at what it would take to improve my vehicle's fuel 
efficiency by 5 miles per gallon, that makes a big difference." 
The CoolClimate Network has a variety of online widgets for people interested in calculating 
their own energy footprint. 
 
Earth Day activities 
Each year, corporations and activists create new projects, initiatives and campaigns to 
protect and restore the Earth. Children in the United States often celebrate by creating Earth 
Day-themed crafts and school projects. 
According to a survey from device recycler ecoATM, 30 percent of those polled plant a tree 
for Earth Day, and 23 percent clean up a local park. About 47 percent of those polled 
associate Earth Day with recycling. 
Here are some Earth Day ideas from people around the country: 

 There are two simple ways to celebrate Earth Day to make the world a little better," 
said Nathaniel Weston, an associate professor of environmental science at Villanova 
University. "The first is to promote understanding of important environmental issues 
so that more people are aware of the critical actions we need to take to protect our 
environment. The second is to commit yourself to service on or around Earth Day — 
plant some trees, clean up a stream or help your local community garden." 

 Kate Williams, CEO of 1% for the Planet, one of the world's largest environmental 
networks, told Live Science that anyone can make a difference on Earth Day by 
simply incorporating little changes into their daily routines. "Read your labels, and 
require transparency from your favorite brands. Make a pledge to keep water clean 
and accessible for years to come," Williams said. "Commit to making an at-risk 
species your mascot, and become an advocate for that particular species. There are 
so many different ways to make an impact — you just have to choose one!" 

 "Take a walk in nature and simply appreciate it, plant a tree or a flower, pick up a 
discarded bottle and recycle it (even if it isn't yours), turn off your printer for a day, 
power off your computer and take a tech break, go vegetarian for a day, use a 
certified natural skin-care product. These are just a few simple ways to make a 
positive impact for yourself and for our Earth," Jennifer Barckley, director of brand 
communications and values at The Body Shop, a chain of bath and body products, 
told Live Science. 

 "A simple way that everyone can celebrate Earth Day to make the world a better 
place is to turn off the lights in their own homes and in their offices ... not just 
sometimes, but all of the time," said Helene King, a member of the LifeBridge Health 
hospitals' Health Green Team in Baltimore. "It may sound simple, but how many 
times have you left the lights on when you could be saving energy?" 

http://www.livescience.com/50556-earth-day-facts-history.html 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/167960/americans-likely-say-global-warming-exaggerated.aspx?utm_source=ENVIRONMENT&utm_medium=topic&utm_campaign=tiles
http://www.gallup.com/poll/182402/americans-choose-environment-energy-development.aspx?utm_source=ENVIRONMENT&utm_medium=topic&utm_campaign=tiles
http://www.gallup.com/poll/182402/americans-choose-environment-energy-development.aspx?utm_source=ENVIRONMENT&utm_medium=topic&utm_campaign=tiles
http://www.livescience.com/4091-10-ways-improve-earth-health.html
http://www.livescience.com/13836-wont-read-earth-day.html
http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/
http://www.ecoatm.com/press/2015/04/02/the-evolution-of-earth-day--recycling-becomes-the-focus-for-april-22/
http://onepercentfortheplanet.org/
http://www.livescience.com/50556-earth-day-facts-history.html
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TEXT 2 

 

On 19 March every year, millions of people in developed 

countries spend 60 minutes of their lives reeling in collective guilt 

over the evil of fossil fuels. But when people turn off the lights 

for Earth Hour, they only hold a candle to their own ignorance. 

Earth Hour is exactly the type of feel-good event today’s 

environmentalists seem to relish. It provides a readymade 

opportunity for people to flaunt their social conscience by 

denouncing industrialisation, electricity, fossil fuels and the other 

‘excesses’ that make 21st-century life worth living. 

But what these candle-waving, middle-class do-gooders forget are 

the 1.3 billion people who will spend all of 19 March in the dark 

– not out of some desire to be close to nature, but because that’s 

how they spend every other day of the year. 

How long without electricity would today’s Earth Hour 

enthusiasts last before their warm inner glow turned to despair? 

Perhaps if people were forced seriously to contemplate life off the 
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grid, they’d come to accept the empirical fact that nothing has 

done more to advance the plight of humanity than cheap, reliable 

electricity. 

The problem with Earth Hour isn’t that burning candles actually 

emits more carbon than using a lightbulb, nor that large numbers 

of households simultaneously going dark disrupts the power grid 

and actually increases emissions. 

No, the problem with Earth Hour is that it makes a villain out of 

electricity provision, the very thing that’s allowed humanity to 

rise out of abject poverty and reach the standard of living we 

enjoy today. So, since you probably won’t hear it anywhere else, 

here are just a few of the tremendous benefits of cheap, reliable 

electricity: 

 It feeds the world 

Worldwide poverty is at its lowest rate in human history. 

This is in large part because of the modern methods of mass 

food production that depend on cheap electricity. Industrial 

farming practices, including irrigation, mass food storage 

and transport, would all be impossible if environmentalists 

had their way. In the Middle Ages over 90 per cent of 

Europe’s workforce worked on farms; today, less than five 

per cent does. This has freed millions of people from 

backbreaking labour to develop their own skills and talents, 

which in turn have enriched our lives. 

And once this mass-produced food reaches our homes, it is 

electricity that allows us to cook it quickly and safely, 

without exposing ourselves to health risks from chronic 

smoke inhalation. Two million people in developing 

countries still die each year from noxious fumes caused by 

traditional indoor heating and cooking practices. This gives 

http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/Bright-Green/2009/0327/does-lighting-candles-for-earth-hour-defeat-the-purpose
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/climatechange/7527469/Earth-Hour-will-not-cut-carbon-emissions.html
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some insight into what cheap electricity has meant for 

human welfare. 

 It saves lives 

Electricity has made possible the advances and wide 

availability of modern medicine, from vaccines to antibiotics 

and surgery. According to the World Health Organisation, 

the measles vaccine alone has saved over 17million lives 

worldwide since 2000. This wouldn’t have happened had 

there not been cheap, electrically powered refrigeration for 

the storage and transportation of the vaccine. 

 It creates prosperity 

As Bjorn Lomborg, author of The Skeptical 

Environmentalist, points out, the electricity available to 

people in wealthy countries is roughly the equivalent of 

having 56 servants working for you in pre-industrial times. 

It’s easy to forget this if you have the luxury of boiling a cup 

of tea and sitting down to watch a digitally recorded episode 

of MasterChef once your annual 60 minutes of 

environmental self-flagellation is up. But for the people of, 

say, Liberia or South Sudan or Sierra Leone, every hour is 

Earth Hour. Life is short and illness often deadly. People 

spend most of their waking hours fighting a neverending 

struggle for basic necessities like food and shelter. 

There is no doubt that our prosperity has come at a cost to the 

natural world. But if we care about making the world a better 

place, the last thing we should be doing is turning off the lights. If 

what we want is a genuine accommodation with Mother Nature, 

we should be concentrating humanity’s collective energies on 

finding cleaner and cheaper ways of sustaining modern life, not 

harking back to some pre-industrial fantasy. 

http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/earth-hour-s-counterproductive-symbolism-by-bj-rn-lomborg
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Contrary to the delusions of eco-pessimists, cheap electricity is 

exactly the kind of innovation we need more of. London’s air 

quality today is the best it’s been since coal became a common 

fuel for lime burners in the early Middle Ages. Why? Because 

thanks to electricity, factories are no longer run on coal power. 

Nor do households have to burn it to cook and stay warm. 

The idea that human progress actually helps the environment flies 

in the face of everything today’s environmental zealots hold dear. 

In their eyes, humanity must repent for daring to industrialise. 

That means putting an end to the wealth and material excess that 

characterise our daily lives. 

If people are actually interested in saving the planet, they’d be 

better off lighting their houses with electricity, not mourning 

human progress in the dark. 

John Slater is a Young Voices Advocate, and an Australian writer 

based in Washington DC. Follow him on twitter, @JohnSlater93. 

http://www.spiked-online.com/newsite/article/the-dangerous-narcissism-of-earth-

hour/18165#.V0ZoCeQXRws

http://www.youngvoicesadvocates.com/
https://twitter.com/JohnSlater93
http://www.spiked-online.com/newsite/article/the-dangerous-narcissism-of-earth-hour/18165%23.V0ZoCeQXRws
http://www.spiked-online.com/newsite/article/the-dangerous-narcissism-of-earth-hour/18165%23.V0ZoCeQXRws
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WORKSHEET 1 

Instruction:  

Complete the diagram below.
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ASSESSMENT PROJECT 

 

The school is organising a ”Global Warming Awareness Week.” Your class has been 

selected to take part in a sketch competition to raise awareness about the effects of global 

warming. Choose your group members and assign everyone a specific task for the project. 

In groups, students will have to discuss the work flow. 

 

ACTIVITIES STRATEGIES/ 

APPROACHES 

 

STEP 1 

a. Students choose a director to lead the project. 
 

b. Students have to plan carefully in order to participate 
in the sketch. Emphasise the importance of the theme 
of the sketch.  
 

c. Explain that students will have to play roles as: 
i) A script writer 
ii) Choreographer 
iii) Actors and actresses 
iv) Props Manager 
v) Audio Visual Director and any other relevant 

posts accordingly. 
 
*This assignment should be done in groups to instil 
teamwork. 

 

 

Action Oriented Task 

 

 

 

21st Century Learning: 
Collaboration 

 

STEP 2 

a. Have students consider these factors when presenting 
their sketch: 
 
i) Theme 
ii) Mood 
iii) Moral values 
iv) Costumes 
v) Props 
vi) The duration 

*Or other aspects of sketch performance not mentioned 
above. 
 

 

 

HOTS: 
Applying 
Creating 

STEP 3 

a. Students present  their sketch and make a video 
recording.  

b. Other groups give their comments using 2 Stars & A 
Wish** 

 

21st Century Learning: 
2 Stars & A Wish 

ICT 
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